Dd Form 2808 Report Of Medical
Examination

DD Form 2808 Report of Medical Examination The DD Form 2808 Report of
Medical Examination is a vital document used by the United States Department of
Defense (DoD) to record an individual's medical assessment. This form plays a crucial
role in evaluating the physical readiness and overall health status of service members,
applicants, and civilians within military and federal agencies. It ensures that personnel
meet the health standards necessary for their respective roles and enables medical
professionals to track health trends over time. Proper understanding and accurate
completion of DD Form 2808 are essential for effective medical management, personnel
readiness, and legal documentation within military contexts. What Is DD Form 28087
Definition and Purpose The DD Form 2808 serves as a standardized report used to
document a comprehensive medical examination. It captures vital health information,
physical examination findings, and assessments that help determine an individual’s
medical fitness for duty, deployment, or specific roles within the military. Who Uses the
DD Form 28087? This form is utilized by: - Military medical officers conducting periodic
health assessments - Recruiters evaluating new recruits - Medical evaluators during
administrative processing - Civilian and military personnel undergoing medical
clearance or fitness evaluations Importance of the DD Form 2808 Ensuring Medical
Readiness The form helps maintain a ready and capable force by identifying medical
conditions that may impair performance or require treatment. Legal and Administrative
Documentation It provides a formal record of an individual’s health status, which can be
referenced during medical reviews, legal proceedings, or administrative decisions.
Facilitating Medical Follow-up The information documented guides subsequent medical
care, referrals, or necessary accommodations. Structure and Components of DD Form
2808 Basic Information Section This section gathers personal and administrative data,
including: - Name - Rank or grade - Date of examination - Medical record number - Date
of birth - Examination location Medical History Captures relevant health background
such as: - Past illnesses - Previous surgeries - Current medications - Allergies - Family
medical history Physical Examination Findings Assessed and recorded systematically,
including: - Vital signs (blood pressure, pulse, temperature, respiration) - Height and
weight - Vision and hearing tests - Skin condition - Musculoskeletal assessment -
Neurological status - Other pertinent findings Medical Evaluation and Recommendations
The healthcare provider provides: - Fitness status (fit/unfit) - Limitations or restrictions -
Required follow-up or specialized assessments - Recommendations for treatment or
further testing Signature and Certification The medical officer signs and dates the form,
certifying the accuracy and completeness of the examination. How to Complete a DD
Form 2808 Preparation - Gather prior medical records - Schedule and conduct a
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thorough physical exam - Review personal and family medical history Step-by-Step
Completion 1. Personal Data Entry: Fill in the examinee’s identifying details accurately.
2. Medical History Documentation: Record relevant past medical conditions, surgeries,
allergies, and medications. 3. Physical Exam: Perform and document each component
meticulously, ensuring measurements are precise. 4. Assessment and
Recommendations: Evaluate the findings to determine medical fitness and note any
restrictions or required follow-up actions. 5. Signature and Certification: The examining
medical officer must sign the form, affirming the information's accuracy. Tips for
Accurate and Complete Documentation - Use clear, legible handwriting or electronic
entries. - Double-check vital signs and measurements. - Ensure all relevant medical
history is included. - Follow current military medical standards and guidelines.
Significance of Accurate Completion Properly filled DD Form 2808 ensures: - Clear
communication of health status - Validates medical fitness for duty or deployment -
Supports legal and administrative processes - Facilitates continuity of care Errors or
omissions can lead to: - Misclassification of fitness status - Delays in deployment or
assignment - Legal complications - Inadequate medical follow-up Common Uses of DD
Form 2808 Medical Clearance for Deployment Assessing whether a service member is
physically prepared for deployment based on medical history and current health status.
Enlistment and Re-enlistment Determining if applicants or reenlisting personnel meet
health standards. Medical Retention or Separation Decisions Supporting determinations
regarding a service member’s ability to serve. Disability Evaluation and Compensation
Providing documentation for disability claims or medical retirements. Importance of
Regular Medical Examinations Routine assessments via DD Form 2808 help: - Detect
health issues early - Monitor chronic conditions - Ensure ongoing fitness - Update
medical records for future reference Frequency of Examinations The schedule varies
depending on age, duty status, and medical history but typically includes: - Annual or
biennial checkups - Pre-deployment exams - Periodic health assessments Best Practices
for Medical Officers - Stay updated with current military medical standards and
regulations. - Ensure confidentiality and secure handling of medical information. -
Communicate clearly with examinees about findings and recommendations. - Document
all findings thoroughly to prevent ambiguities. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) What
is the primary purpose of DD Form 2808? To document the results of a comprehensive
medical examination to assess an individual's medical fitness for military duties or other
roles. Who is responsible for completing the DD Form 28087 A qualified medical officer
or healthcare provider authorized by the military. How long is a DD Form 2808 valid?
Typically, its validity depends on the purpose but usually covers a period of 12 to 24
months, after which a new examination may be required. Can the form be completed
electronically? Yes, many military health systems now utilize electronic medical records
to generate and store DD Form 2808 digitally. Conclusion The DD Form 2808 Report of
Medical Examination is an essential component in maintaining the health, readiness,
and administrative accuracy within military and federal agencies. Its meticulous



completion ensures that individuals are evaluated thoroughly and accurately, supporting
their safety, operational efficiency, and legal compliance. Whether for deployment,
enlistment, or ongoing health assessments, understanding the structure, purpose, and
proper procedures associated with DD Form 2808 is vital for healthcare providers and
personnel alike. Regular, precise medical examinations documented through this form
contribute significantly to the overall mission readiness and well-being of service
members and related personnel.

DD Form 2808 Report of Medical Examination is a fundamental document within
the United States Department of Defense (DoD) medical and personnel management
systems. It serves as a comprehensive record of an individual's medical status at a
specific point in time, primarily used for military enlistment, commissioning, or retention
purposes. The form's detailed and standardized structure ensures consistency across
military branches and facilitates the accurate assessment of a service member's medical
readiness. This article explores the DD Form 2808 in depth, examining its purpose,
structure, the process of completing and reviewing it, and its significance within military
operations. By understanding the intricacies of this form, military personnel, healthcare
providers, and administrators can better appreciate its role in maintaining a healthy,
ready force.

Understanding the Purpose of DD Form 2808

Primary Function and Significance

The DD Form 2808, titled Report of Medical Examination, is primarily used to document
an individual's medical condition at a specific point, typically during initial enlistment,
periodic health assessments, or before deployment. It provides a comprehensive
snapshot of a service member's health status, including medical history, physical
examination findings, and any identified medical issues. The form is essential for: -
Determining medical readiness for military duty. - Identifying medical conditions that
may disqualify or require waivers. - Tracking health changes over time. - Supporting
administrative decisions regarding retention, reclassification, or separation. In essence,
the DD 2808 acts as a critical tool for ensuring that all personnel meet the health
standards required for military service, thereby safeguarding individual well-being and
operational effectiveness.

Legal and Administrative Importance

Beyond its clinical utility, the form holds legal and administrative weight. It establishes
documented evidence of an individual's health status at a given time, which can
influence decisions related to: - Medical waivers. - Deployment eligibility. - Disability
evaluations. - Medical profile development. Because of its significance, accuracy,
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completeness, and honesty during completion are paramount. Any discrepancies or
omissions can have long-term implications for the individual's career and health
management.

Structure and Content of DD Form 2808

The DD 2808 is a detailed, multi-section form designed to capture all relevant aspects of
a medical examination. Its structured format ensures standardized data collection across
different service members and medical providers.

Key Sections of the Form

While the exact layout may vary slightly across versions, the core content generally
includes: 1. Identification Data - Name - Rank/grade - Service branch - Date of
examination - Date of birth - Medical record number 2. Medical History - Personal
medical history - Family medical history - Past surgeries or hospitalizations - Current
medications - Allergies 3. Physical Examination Findings - Height and weight - Vital
signs (blood pressure, pulse, temperature, respiration) - General appearance - Head,
eyes, ears, nose, throat (HEENT) - Neck, chest, heart, lungs - Abdomen and pelvis -
Musculoskeletal system - Skin - Neurological assessment 4. Medical Conditions and
Abnormalities - Notation of any abnormalities detected - Diagnosis or suspected
diagnosis if applicable - Severity and impact on duty 5. Laboratory and Diagnostic Tests
- Results of any tests conducted (e.g., blood work, X-rays, EKG) - Imaging findings 6.
Physician’s Certification - Signature of examining medical officer - Date of certification -
Medical officer’s credentials and stamp 7. Additional Remarks - Comments or
recommendations - Need for follow-up or reexamination

Standardized Medical Coding and Classifications

The form incorporates standardized coding systems such as the Medical Evaluation
Board (MEB) criteria and Medical Profile (PULHES) classifications to categorize health
status efficiently. These classifications help streamline decision-making processes
related to medical readiness.

The Process of Completing a DD Form 2808

Pre-Examination Preparations

Before conducting the examination, the healthcare provider reviews the individual's
medical history, previous records, and any prior medical evaluations. This preparatory
step ensures that all relevant information is considered, and the examination is
thorough. The individual undergoing the examination should also prepare by providing
accurate health information, listing current medications, and noting any recent health



concerns.

Conducting the Physical Examination

The medical officer performs a systematic assessment, following established protocols to
evaluate each body system. Attention to detail is critical to detect any abnormalities that
could impact military duties. Key points during examination include: - Accurate
measurement of vital signs. - Visual and physical inspection of each body part. -
Functional assessments, such as mobility or sensory tests. - Ordering and interpreting
laboratory and diagnostic tests as necessary.

Documentation and Certification

Post-examination, the physician records findings meticulously on the DD 2808. The
documentation must be legible, comprehensive, and honest. If abnormalities are
identified, the medical officer assesses whether they disqualify the individual or require
a waiver. The physician then signs and dates the form, certifying that the information
accurately reflects the individual's health status at the time of examination.

Review and Approval Process

The completed form undergoes review by medical administrators or command
personnel, especially if it pertains to enlistment or deployment eligibility. Additional
evaluations or waivers may be requested if health issues are identified. Any
discrepancies or incomplete information necessitate clarification or reexamination to
ensure integrity and accuracy.

Significance and Applications of DD Form 2808

Medical Readiness and Deployment Eligibility

The primary application of the DD 2808 is to assess whether a service member is
medically fit for duty. A clean bill of health indicates readiness, while identified issues
may require further evaluation or treatment before deployment. The form also informs: -
The development of Medical Profiles that specify restrictions or limitations. - Decisions
regarding medical waivers for conditions that are not outright disqualifiers but need
special consideration.

Tracking and Medical History Management

As a part of a service member's health record, the DD 2808 provides historical data that
can be referenced for future medical management, evaluations, or legal purposes. It
facilitates continuity of care, especially when personnel are transferred or re-enlisted.
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Supporting Administrative and Legal Processes

Accurate documentation on the DD 2808 aids in: - Disability evaluations. - Medical
separation or retirement decisions. - Evidence in legal disputes related to medical
claims.

Contributing to Force Readiness and Health Surveillance

Aggregated data from these reports can help military health authorities monitor
prevalent health issues, plan preventive measures, and allocate resources effectively.

Challenges and Considerations in the Use of DD 2808

Ensuring Accuracy and Honesty

The integrity of the DD 2808 relies heavily on truthful reporting by the examinee and
diligent assessment by the medical officer. Underreporting or overestimating symptoms
can lead to operational risks or unnecessary disqualification.

Standardization Across Services

Although the form is standardized, variations in interpretation, examination techniques,
or medical judgment can affect consistency. Ongoing training and clear guidelines are
vital to maintain uniformity.

Updating and Reexamination

Health conditions can evolve; thus, periodic reexaminations are necessary. The timing
and frequency depend on individual health status and military requirements.

Data Privacy and Confidentiality

Given the sensitive nature of medical information, strict confidentiality protocols must
be observed in handling and storing DD 2808 forms.

Future Directions and Improvements

Advancements in military medicine and health informatics continue to influence the
evolution of the DD Form 2808: - Digital Integration: Transitioning from paper-based to
electronic health records allows for easier updating, sharing, and secure storage. -
Enhanced Diagnostic Tools: Incorporation of advanced diagnostics can improve
accuracy and comprehensiveness. - Automated Data Analysis: Utilizing algorithms to
flag potential health concerns or inconsistencies. - Standardized Training: Ensuring
uniformity in examination procedures across different medical personnel and services.



Conclusion

The DD Form 2808 Report of Medical Examination remains a cornerstone of military

health management. Its comprehensive structure, standardized approach, and critical

role in assessing medical fitness underscore its importance within the military

ecosystem. As the military continues to adapt to new health challenges and

technological advancements, the form’s relevance will persist, evolving to meet the

demands of modern service members and operational needs. Understanding the

nuances of this form—from its purpose and structure to its application—empowers

healthcare providers, military leaders, and service members alike to ensure that health

assessments are accurate, meaningful, and supportive of the overarching goal:

maintaining a healthy, capable, and ready force.

Questions & Answers About dd form 2808 report of

medical examination

N Question Answer

o

1 | What is the purpose of DD DD Form 2808 is used to document a service
Form 2808, Report of member's medical examination results, including
Medical Examination? physical and mental health status, to determine

their fitness for duty, deployment, or specific
military roles.

2 | Who is responsible for A qualified military healthcare provider or medical
completing DD Form 28087 officer is responsible for conducting and

completing the DD Form 2808 during the medical
examination.

3 | How often is a DD Form It is generally required during periodic health
2808 typically required for assessments, upon entry into service, before
service members? deployment, or when there are changes in health

status that warrant reevaluation.

4 | Can DD Form 2808 be Yes, many military branches utilize electronic
electronically stored or health records systems that allow for the digital
submitted? storage and submission of DD Form 2808,

streamlining record management and access.

5 | What should a service The service member should notify their medical
member do if there are provider or commanding officer immediately to
errors on their DD Form correct any errors or discrepancies on the form to
28087 ensure accurate medical documentation.

military medical examination, DD 2808, medical clearance form, military health record,

enlistment medical, medical exam report, military screening form, Department of

Defense medical form, service member medical exam, military medical documentation
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